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Truth Rich Assessment Task 1b 

Option 2: Feature article 

A take-home task, students are expected to plan, draft, proofread and present a fully edited final copy of a feature 
article, employing the conventions of this form. They should also demonstrate the ability to select language and shape 
their feature article to suit audience, purpose and context. The context and topic of their article are explained below. 

Karen Mellish spends much of the novel as the outspoken Opposition Leader. Fond of calling in to talk-back radio, 
Mellish is also no stranger to penning the odd opinion article for the daily papers. Determined to make a mark once she 
is elected Premier, Mellish likes to expound on aspects of Australian society and culture. Students are to adopt the 
persona of Karen Mellish and construct an opinionative article on one of the following topics. They are to examine the 
novel for examples of Mellish speaking and try to emulate the voice Temple has constructed for her.  

Unit 3  
An article in which Mellish calls for Peter Temple to be awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for services 
to Australian literature. In it she evaluates his body of work and places it in the context of the significance of crime 
writing to Australian literary tradition. (Information on the OAM can be found here.)  

This task requires students to explore representations of themes, ideas and concepts through a comparison of texts. 
They will analyse and compare the relationships between language, genre and context. 

• This task assesses ACEEN041, ACEEN042, ACEEN043, ACEEN048, ACEEN049, ACEEN051, ACEEN052, 
ACEEN053, ACEEN055, ACEEN056. 

• Content Descriptions for Unit 3 can be found here. 

Unit 4  
An article that advances Mellish's criticism of an aspect of society or culture (as represented by Temple). Students may 
choose to explore an idea such as: 

• the marginalisation of women 
• Australian masculinity and its problems  
• the decay of social values 
• corruption within the police force and/or government.  

This task requires students to examine different interpretations and perspectives to develop further their knowledge and 
analysis of Temple’s purpose(s). They should challenge the perspectives, values and attitudes in Truth, developing and 
testing their own interpretations though debate and argument.  

• This task assesses ACEEN060, ACEEN061, ACEEN064, ACEEN065, ACEEN067, ACEEN069, ACEEN070, 
ACEEN072, ACEEN074, ACEEN075, ACEEN076, ACEEN077, ACEEN078. 

• Content Descriptions for Unit 4 can be found here.   
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Comments 

Assessment A B C D E 

Explains the 
importance of Truth 
within its context.  

Critically analyses 
how relationships 
between context and 
point of view shape 
meaning in texts and 
achieve particular 
effects.  

Analyses how 
relationships 
between context and 
point of view shape 
meaning in texts.  

Explains how context 
and point of view 
shape meaning in 
texts.  

Describes some 
aspects of context 
and point of view in 
texts.  

Identifies some 
aspects of context or 
meaning in texts. 

Compares Truth 
with the body of 
Temple’s work and 
other examples of 
the crime genre.  

Undertakes a 
comparative analysis 
of texts and 
evaluates how they 
represent ideas, 
attitudes and 
concepts. 

Undertakes a 
comparative analysis 
of texts and how they 
represent ideas, 
attitudes and 
concepts.  

Compares how texts 
represent ideas, 
attitudes and 
concepts.  

Compares some 
aspects of ideas or 
attitudes represented 
in texts.  

Identifies some ideas 
represented in texts.  

Constructs a 
coherent reading of 
Truth. 

Justifies their own 
considered and 
coherent 
interpretations of 
texts. 

Defends their own 
reasoned 
interpretations of 
texts. 

Develops a reasoned 
interpretation of a 
text. 

Describes own and 
others’ responses to 
texts. 

Provides a limited 
response to texts. 

Communicates 
ideas effectively. 

Communicates 
fluently and 
expressively using 
precise and nuanced 
expression. 

Demonstrates 
effective control of 
expression. 

Demonstrates 
control of 
expression. 

Demonstrates 
variable control of 
expression. 

Demonstrates limited 
control of 
expression. 

Uses the features of 
the feature article 
form, demonstrating 
planning and 
drafting strategies. 

Adapts text 
structures and 
conventions when 
synthesising and 
conveying ideas. 

Selects text 
structures and 
conventions to 
appropriately and 
effectively 
communicate and 
develop ideas. 

Uses texts structures 
and conventions 
appropriately to 
communicate ideas. 

Uses text structures 
and language 
features to 
communicate some 
ideas. 

Uses some text 
structures and 
language features. 

Shapes the feature 
article purposefully 
to cater for purpose, 
audience and 
context. 

Communicates 
sophisticated ideas 
across a range of 
coherent texts for 
different purposes, 
contexts and 
audiences. 

Communicates ideas 
across a range of 
effective texts for 
different purposes, 
contexts and 
audiences. 

Communicates ideas 
in texts that address 
purpose, context and 
audience. 

Communicates ideas 
in texts for some 
purposes and 
audiences. 

Communicates some 
ideas in texts. 

Constructs an 
authentic voice, 
style and tone. 

Manipulates voice, 
tone and style for 
effect. 

Demonstrates 
consistent control of 
voice, tone and style. 

Demonstrates 
variable control of 
voice, tone and style. 

Demonstrates some 
understanding of 
voice, tone and style. 

Demonstrates limited 
understanding of 
voice, tone and style. 


