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We can all learn to appreciate kinds of landscape other than the one we grew up with, to see 

what is unique and a source of beauty in them. But the landscape we most belong to, that 

connects with our senses, that glows in our consciousness, will always be the one we are 

born into. 

 

‘A Spirit of Play’ in A First Place (essays) by David Malouf, p. 165  

Settings are not just locations for the actions to take place. In a well-crafted story they are 

spaces that enhance or challenge the characters and show something about relationships. 

The setting can therefore be the central element or it can support characters and actions.  

 

The settings in The Complete Stories are varied and wide-ranging but mostly familiar for an 

Australian audience. Many stories set in Brisbane capture memories of a childhood past 

similar to Malouf’s, who grew up in Brisbane. Some stories are set in rural Australia. There 

are stories set in Sydney and some very domestic settings that could be anywhere. A few 

stories take place in Europe where Australian characters wander as strangers.  

 

On the next page are two very different settings from Malouf’s stories: 
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