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Inferences of time Features and inferences of place 

One, “Harry” (19 poems including the prologue, ‘The colour of our town’) 

handkerchief (p. 3) 

chalk (p. 4) 

sump oil (p. 10) 

whirligig (p. 15) 

Chalkboard (p. 29) 

Pieman (p. 30) 

cane toads (p. 3) 

dry grass (p. 3) 

snakes, cane toads (p. 3) 

Deakin Foundry (p. 7) 

Cowpers Paddock (p. 14) 

Durra Creek (p. 14) 

Oakwood Cemetery (p. 16) 

casuarina (p. 17) 

our small town (p. 18) 

Fruit bats (p. 24) 

Foundry and sawmill 

mangroves, mudcrabs, mulberries, Paterson’s Curse (p. 25) 

Two,  (25 poems)  

Billycart (p. 45) 

All day-suckers (p. 52) 

A bottle of beer (p. 52) 

Humbug lolly (p. 55) 

Ginger beer (p. 62) 

liniment (p. 72) 

Threepence (p. 72) 

Fibro (p. 77) 

iron bed (p. 81) 

Freemans Bush (p. 43) 

Foundry (p. 45) 

dump (p. 45) 

Army reserve (p. 48) 

Devitt Park (p. 56) 

stink weed (p. 56) 

Cowpers Paddock (p. 58) 

Millions of butterfies (p. 58) 

Wattlebirds (p. 62) 

bottle brush (p. 62) 

Freight train (p. 63) 

Durra Creek (p. 63) 

Fig trees (p. 64) 

Hobsons Bend (p. 66) 

Oaks, firs (p. 68) 

Red Cliffs Airport (p. 75) 

Scribbly gums (p. 75) 

bellbirds, cicadas, red gums, willows (p. 82) 

Three, “Love and sex” (21 poems)  

duck’s-arse cut (p. 89) 

ripple-shoe shoes (p. 89) 

hipsters (p. 89) 

Jane Russell, Queen of Hollywood (p. 91) 

Millthorpe Prison (p. 110) 

Keeling street (p. 95) 

Pearce swamp (whole page) (p. 120) 

Durra Creek (whole page) (p. 114) 
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whirligig (p. 95) 

Brylcreem (p.98) 

Pound note (p. 102) 

shillings (p. 105) 

‘up the duff’ (p. 107) 

frenchie (p. 107) 

Jailbird (p. 109) 

Houdini (p. 109) 

Four, “My father’s hands”(12 poems)  

marbles (p. 130) 

bakelite canisters (p. 142) 

tortoiseshell comb (p. 142) 

Pines golf club (p. 138) 

 

Five,  “Storm season” (13 poems)  

Kerosene lamps (p. 149) 

cheese and vegemite sandwiches (p. 160) 

Rookwood Hill (p. 149) 

sugar cane (p. 150) 

Hobson’s bend 150 (p. 150) 

galahs (p. 154) 

bottlebrush (p. 160) 

myrtle (p. 160) 

catfish and eels, creepers and giant ferns (p. 162) 

moss-covered logs  (p. 165) 

dust storm blows in from the drylands out west (p.167) 

Six, “Someone, sometime” (17 poems)  

brand-new midnight blue Holden with 

venetian blinds across the back window 

and a little toy dog nodding on the 

dashboard (p. 188) 

Tom Thumbs (p. 193) 

Penny Bungers (p. 193) 

Star Wheels (p. 193) 

Tuppeny bunger (p. 194) 

weatherboard (p. 173) 

railway tracks (p. 173) 

army reserve (p. 175) 

cane toads (p. 177) 

bats (p. 183) 

mangoes (p. 183) 

fig trees (p. 183 

plovers (p.186) 

bindi eyes (p. 186) 

blackberry paddock (p. 200) 

dams (p. 203) 

Seven, “Not alone”  (13 poems)  

‘62 flood (p. 231) wheat silo  (p. 209) 

pine grove  (p. 209) 

finches, sparrows (p. 229) 

 


