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Task for Mad Magpie 
Summary of story illustrations 

The story The clues  

Magpie is angry. Magpie fills the page with outstretched wings and 
tail, angry expression on his face and the large font 
of the word 'Attack!' 

He’s still angry (because he 
is being teased). 

He still fills the page with an angry expression. 

Other birds are talking to 
him/ giving him advice. 

He is listening to the other birds and they are 
standing by the river. 

The butcher birds are 
teasing him and he is still 
angry. 

Open beaks of the butcher birds and Magpie still 
looks angry. The river is in the background and the 
large font ‘Attack!’ is repeated. 

Cockatoos are giving 
Magpie advice. 

Magpie is looking at, and listening to, the cockatoos. 
The river is in the background. 

Magpie is still angry because 
the butcher birds are 
stealing the worms. 

Worms are in the butcher birds’ beaks and Magpie 
looks on with an angry expression. 

The butcher birds are still 
teasing Magpie. 

The butcher birds are following Magpie with their 
beaks open either taunting or laughing at him. The 
river is in the foreground. 

Magpie begins to feel calm. Magpie sees his reflection in the calm water of the 
river. 

Magpie ignores the butcher 
birds and begins to sing. The 
butcher birds fly away. 

Magpie is beside the river, his head is up and his 
beak is open. The sun is shining and the three birds 
are flying off in the distance. 

The other birds come to 
congratulate Magpie as he 
continues to sing. 

The sun is setting and Magpie has his head back 
and beak open. 

At the end of the day 
Magpie feels proud of 
himself and the animal 
community is a happy place 
again. 

Magpie is standing tall, his chest out. The moon is 
shining and birds are roosting in the tree. There’s a 
ladybird on a reed. 

All the birds are happy. They look like they are dancing and singing. 
 


